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Burundi 


‘Emergency’ Cabinet Meeting Held 30 Jan 
AB3001122295 Paris AFP in English 1104 GMT 30 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Tianscribed Text] Bujumbura, 30 Jan (AFP)— 
Burundian President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya 
announced a special! cabinet session Monday (30 Jan- 
uary] in the wake of the main opposition party's decision 
to sack Prime Minister Anatole Kanyenkiko from its 
ranks. The premicr had been a member of the Union for 
Nationa! Progress (Uprona). a Tutsi-dominated party 
which is an essential partner in the coalition government 
formed with Hutu majority parties. Ntibantunganya 
warned that any ministers who choose not to attend the 
emergency cabinet meeting would be replaced. 


Charles Mukasi. the head of Uprona, announced Kany- 
enkiko’s dismissal from the party Sunday following a 
political crisis sparked by the election of Jean Minani as 
speaker of the National Assembly. Uprona, which 
accuses Minani of inciting attacks against the Tutsi 
minority in the country, was opposed te his election and 
said it would withdraw from the government unless he 
was removed. 


Kanyenkiko in a nationwide radio address Sunday said 
his party's decision to remove him was not valid and that 
he would remain a member of U'prona. He was accused 
of failing to heed the party line. 


The latest political crisis comes amid reports of con- 
tinued ethnic violence between the Hutu and Tutsi 
ethnic groups. U.S. Ambassador Robert Krueger said 
Sunday that at least 70 people. mostly women and 
children, have been massacred in the mainly-Hutu north 
of Burundi, which has been wracked bv strife. At least 
50,000 people were killed in clashes ard massacres 
following the Ociober 1993 murder of the country’s first 
Hutu president, Melchior Ndacave,. in a military coup 
bid which failed to bring down the government. 


President Ntibantunganya Fires 2 Ministers 


EA3001195495 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 30 Jan 95 


[Decree No. 100-005 regarding the dismissal of two 
government members issued by President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya in Bujumbura on 30 January] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The president of the Republic, in 
accordance with the Constitution of the Republic of 
Burundi regarding mainly Articles 71 and 72, as 
amended by the Law No. 1-12 of 23 September 1994, 
and Article 86; in accordance with Decree 100-001 and 3 
October 1994 regarding the appointment of the prime 
minister and the Republic of Burunci, in accordance 
with Decree !100- 002 of 5 October 1994 regarding the 
appointment of the Government of the Republic of 
Burundi: in accordance with Decree No. 100-006 of 18 
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October 1994 regarding the amendment of Decree No. 
100-39 of 11 March 1994 regarding the regulation of 
internal rules of the Council of Ministers, especially in 
Article 23 decrees: 


Article 1: Mr. Libere Bararunyeretse [minister of reinte- 
gration and resettlement of displaced people and repa- 
triates] and Mrs. Claudine Matuturu [minister of civil 
service] are dismissed from their positions; 


Article 2: Any previous dispositions contrary to the 
current decree are abrogated; 


Article 3: The decree will come into force on the day of 
its signing. 


Signed in Bujumbura on 30 January 1995 by President 
of the Republic Sylvestre Ntibantunganya and Prime 
Minister Anatole Kanyenkiko. 


Congo 


Twelve Presidential Group MP’s Resign En Bloc 


AB2701152695 Brazzaville Radio Nationale Congolaise 
Network in French 0700 GMT 27 Jan 95 


|FBIS Translated Text] The Congolese people woke up 
early this morning to the announcement of the resigna- 
tion en bloc of 12 parliamentarians from the presidential 
group. The statement, which we received in our news- 
room this morning, reads as follows: 


The people of the Boko Songo, Kayes, Madingou, 
(Fouati) Districts, and Ngali municipality yesterday held 
a general assembly meeting with their parliamentarians, 
senators and deputies, during which they were briefed on 
the head of state’s meeting with dignitaries of the 
Bouenza region. Following an in-depth analysis of the 
country’s political situation starting from the time of 
former Prime Minister Bongo Nouarra’s government to 
the present time, and considering the fact that the 
pluralistic nature of the sociopolitical situation in the 
Bouenza region has often been ignored, and having 
learned a lesson from their regrettable marginalization, 
the 12 parliamentarians have decided on the following: 


The 12-Pan-African Union for Social Democracy and the 
Union for Social Progress and Democracy parliamentar- 
ians who come from the above-mentioned districts have 
decided to resign en bloc from their respective parties. 
The parliamentarians have decided to create a new 
political force. The parliamentarians are henceforth free 
to vote in line with their conscience and the interests of 
their voters. Delegations will be sent to explain matters 
to the populations and local representatives of the con- 
cerned districts and the Ngali municipality. 


Gabon 


Minister Defends Expulsion of Illegal Immigrants 
LD2601102495 Paris Radic France International in 
French 0630 GMT 26 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The exodus of the African 
illegal immigrants from Gabon continues. [passage 
omitted] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Alexandre Sambat, Gabonese minister of communica- 
tions and human rights, spoke to Ghislaine Dupont 
about this: 


[Begin recording] [Sambat] We think we have given 
them enough time, and it is the duty of any foreigner 
living in a country [word indistinct] to conform to the 
rules of this country. 


[Dupont] Isn’t this tarnishing the image of Gabon a little, 
with this hunt for illegals, and these boatpeople trying to 
land all over the region? 


[Sambat} Gabon is a country like all African countries, a 
state based on law. We are in the process of consolidating 
our democracy, so we have rights and duties toward the 
Gabonese people. Even in—how shall I put it?—the 
most advanced democracies, the problems of immigra- 
tion are today at the center of concerns. So Gabon 
cannot be reproached for taking measures to combat 
illegal immigration. [end recording} 


Opposition Reacts 


AB2601164595 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1215 
GMT 26 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Gabonese Progress Party 
held a news conference in Libreville this morning. 
According to Benoit Mutinzamba, the party’s second in 
command, the Gabonese authorities should have made 
the decision on illegal aliens long ago instead of looking 
for scapegoats now. Mr. Mutinzamba has the dctails: 


{Begin Mutinzamba recording] We should not organize 
an operation based on xenophobia. We are a state and 
the state should control those who enter the land. For a 
long time, people were allowed to enter the country 
freely but now the authorities have realized that it is too 
much so the order to leave has been given. However, it 
comes at a time when the political, economic, and social 
situation is at its worst. 


The authorities are trying to divert people’s attention 
from the real economic, political, and social problems to 
focus on the issue of illegal aliens. They say that illega' 
aliens should now have the right papers but tieir rights 
should be respected because among these illegal aliens 
are people who are working and who are salaried. There 
are people who work at the service of politicians of the 
ruling party. Have those people been rightly treated? 
Have their rights been respected? Why all the fuss now? 


We say that the authorities are afraid judging from the 
insistence with which the defense minister says that the 
security forces should be left in charge of the issue, an 
insistence we well understand. This insistence is due to 
fear of trouble in the country. However, it is out of the 
question for Gabonese to take part in an operation 
against foreigners who are our brothers. [end recording] 


Rights Group Urges Cancellation 
AB2701175095 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 0730 
GMT 27 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In the face of the firm determi- 
nation of the Gabonese authorities to maintain the 
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deadline for the regularization of the situation of illegal 
immigrants at 31 January, a human rights organization, 
Legitimate Defense, has denounced the expulsion of 
foreigners which it says is contrary to the provisions of 
the African Human Rights Charter. Legitimate Defense 
Chairman Fabien Merry has reaffirmed that clandestine 
immigrants must be judged in conformity with existing 
laws. He has, therefore, asked the Gabonese Govern- 
ment to stop the planned mass expulsion of people 
immediaiely. Jean-Claude Franck Medome interviewed 
Legitimate Defense Chairman Fabien Merry. 


[Begin recording] [Merry] The Gabonese Government’s 
decision to expel foreigners without valid papers over- 
looks the existence of international law, especially the 
provisions of Article 12 of the African Human Rights 
Charter which was ratified by Gabon and which pro- 
hibits the collective expulsion of foreigners. The decision 
as it stands is illegal. I believe there is no other solution 
apart from canceling the 31 January deadline to appease 
the majority of people, both Gabonese and foreigners 
alike, who are terribly afraid today. 


{[Medoine] The government will surely answer that by 
revoking the ultimatum, the problem will still remain. 


[Merry] We can continue to organize strict controls. In 
fact, the major problem here is not about keeping illegal 
foreigners on the national territory. It is about respecting 
their rights and international law. If the government had 
continued to organize regular and normal checks on 
people without valid papers, there would never have 
been such massive departures with the resultant negative 
consequences. During such checks foreigners could have 
been arrested under normal circumstances, sent to court, 
tried and if necessary banned from staying in Gabon. 
The government would thereby have acted legally. [end 
recording] 


Bongo Extends Deadline 


AB3001144295 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1215 
GMT 30 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Gabonese authorities have 
decided to extend the date for the implementation of 
“Operation Repatriation of Illegal Foreigners” to 15 
February throughout the country. This measure taken by 
the government will facilitate the smooth implementa- 
tion of the operation and enable all the observers to 
monitor it. Concerning this operation, Beninese Forcign 
Minister Robert Dossou, who arrived in Libreville yes- 
terday, was received this morning by President Omar 
Bongo to whom he expressed the understanding and the 
apprehensions of the Beninese Government on the issue. 
This is what Robert Dossou told Giberoua Mapangou on 
the issue. 


[Begin Dossou recording] I expressed to the Gabonese 
president the understanding of the Beninese authorities 
and at the same time their apprehensions concerning the 
effect that this decision has already had on the Gabonese 
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public opinion. Because the Gabonese authorities say: 
regularize your alien status, some people take this deci- 
sion to mean go back home. But, this is not what it 
means. So, we contacted the president of the Republic of 
Gabon to extend the deadline given to the foreigners in 
Gabon so that each government, especially the Beninese 
Government can examine with its citizens what they 
have to do. This will also enable us to bette: explain the 
decision of the Gabonese authorities to our Beninese 
community living in Gabon. In principle, this is some- 
thing which must not pose any problem, but it has been 
misconstrued. So, we demanded the extension of the 
deadline to allow the situation to be viewed correctly. 
{end recording] 


Rwanda 


Prime Minister Indicts Ex-Officials, Officers 


BR3001143595 Antwerp GAZET VAN ANTWERPEN 
in Dutch 27 Jan 95 p 6 


[FBIS Translated Text] Kigali—The Rwandan govern- 
ment will soon publish a list with 200 names of govern- 
ment officials and army officers of the previous 
government, who allegedly participated in planning the 
genocide in which an estimated | million people were 
killed, Prime Minister Faustin Twagiramungu stated on 
Thursday. 


The Rwandan Prime Minister added that his govern- 
ment would grant amnesty to ordinary Hutus who took 
part in the killings between April and July last year after 
President Juvenal Habyarimana was murdered. 


The amnesty is scheduled after the publication of the list 
with 200 names of former politicians, officials, and army 
officers, against whom the government claims it has 
substantial evidence that they assisted in “planning, 
instigating to, and carrying out or having carried out the 
killings.” 


According to Twagiramungu, the refugees will be reas- 
sured after the list’s publication, and be inclined to 
return, since the government does not consider all of 
them to be criminals. However, the Prime Minister, 
himself a Hutu, stated that the refugees must express 
their regret for the tragedy. 


New Hutu Deputy Chief of Staff Profiled 


BR3001143195 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
French 27 Jan 95 p 5 


[Report by Marie-France Cros: “New Army Accepts 
Habyarimana’s Troops”’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] It is “an important stage on the 
road to reconciliation,” believes Prime Minister Faustin 
Twagiramungu. On Wednesday a ceremony broadcast 
by radio marked the inclusion in the new Rwandan 
Army of 1,011 soldiers from President Habyarimana’s 
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former force and the appoiniment of one of them, 
Colonel Gatsinzi, as deputy chief of staff. 


Moderate 


Colonel Marcel Gatsinzi was known as a politically 
moderate officer at the time of President Habyarimana’s 
death on 6 April last. Subsequently, at a time when the 
presidential guard had begun massacring opposition 
Hutus and all the Tutsis, Colonel Gatsinzi was promoted 
to general and appointed chief of staff, under the 
authority of the de facto government installed in office 
by the military. But he only remained 10 days in the 


post. 


The reason was no doubt his reputation as a moderate 
and his regional origins. He comes from Kigali in the 
center-south of the country, which denied him the con- 
fidence of the northern extremists of Habyarimana’s 
entourage. Also, shortly after being appointed general, he 
apparently drew up a report exploring the possibilities 
for a solution in negotiating with the Rwandan Patriotic 
Front [RPF] which went on the military offensive when 
the massacres began. 


Hardening 


What is certain is that on 17 April, Marcel Gatsinzi was 
sidelined. In the midst of the war, this general was 
appointed director of a school for non-commissioned 
officers in the south of the country. He was replaced as 
chief of staff by Colonel Augustin Bizimungu, a northern 
“hawk” promoted to major general for the occasion. 
Colonel Bizimungu governed the military region of 
Ruhengeri at the time of the massacre of the Babogwes 
Tutsi pastors in early 1991, in which the Rwandan Army 
was involved. 


This hardening was generally apparent. The same day, 
Theodore Sindikugwabo, the de facto ‘“‘president’’ who 
was not recognized by the international community, 
returned to his region of origin—the south of the country 
which had so far been spared of the war and the 
massacres—to launch the genocide. Rwanda then 
became an immense slaughterhouse. There was no ques- 
tion here of one group fighting against another. The 
unarmed victims had no chance of escape. 


Negotiations 


The RPF was able to get to know General Gatsinzi when, 
in the course of the following weeks, he was charged with 
negotiating with the guerrillas, under the aegis of the 
United Nations. These negotiations failed and Habyari- 
mana’s routed army fled to Zaire. 


When Gatsinzi decided to return to the country last fall 
with other officers and soldiers they were sent to military 
camps for training by the RPF which refused to accept 
the rank of general bestowed upon Gatsinzi by the 
(illegal) authorities of the genocide. This training is now 
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complete, but not without having caused some concern 
among the RPF’s government partners who had received 
no news of these soldiers. 


It was also learned during Wednesday’s ceremony that 
another officer from Habyarimana’s former force, 
Colonel Deogratias Ndibwami, has been appointed chief 
of staff of the gendarmerie. He is seconded by an officer 
from the RPF, Colonel Kayumba Nyamawasa. Colonel 
Gatsinzi himself seconds an offer of the RPF, Colonel 
Sam Kaka. This “crossed” distribution of posts was 
provided for in the Arusha accords signed between the 


FBIS-AFR-95-020 
31 January 1995 


Habyarimana regime and the RPF before the genocide. 
The decisions announced this week are therefore 
undoubtedly a move toward reconciliation. 


Just under a thousand other soldiers of Habyarimana’s 
former force are at present being trained for integration 
into the new Rwandan Army, while some 200 of Habya- 
rimana’s soldiers have “recently” left Zaire to return to 
Rwanda, according to Kigali, and have also just begun 
the necessary training for integration into the new Army. 
There are some 30,000 refugee Rwandan soldiers in 
Zaire. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Eritrea 


Afwerki on Relations With U.S., Sudan 
MM3101115095 London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 30 Jan 95 
ps 


[Interview with President Isaias Afwerki by Hasan San- 
darasi in Washington; date not given] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Sandarasi] Could you tell me 
what is the purpose of your visit, now your meetings 
have been going so far, and what you hope to achieve and 
in particular what you hope to get out of your meeting 
with President Clinton? 


[Afwerki] It is an unofficial visit. Its main objective is to 
meet with major business people. We have laid the founda- 
tion for development, and we believe that development can 
only be achieved through partnership. By partnership, | 
mean investment from abroad. We have had contacts with 
many companies in this country which have expressed 
interest in Eritrea. 


I believe that the main objective of my visit is to make 
further explorations and hold more profound negotiations 
with some of the companies in this country. This has been 
accomplished most smoothly, and this makes me believe 
that we have a better opportunity for signing contracts with 
numerous companies in this country in the fields of 
industry, fishing, tourism, and mining including prospecting 
for oil, and many other fields. [passage omitted] 


[Sandarasi] On the political front, if you were able to 
discuss your country’s relations with the United States, 
what would you ask from President Clinton and what 
vould you expect to get generally? 


[Afwerki] I do not think we are expecting anything from 
this government. We have aid programs and they are 
very limited and concentrate mainly on rehabilitation, 
the return of the refugees, the discharge of soldiers, and 
some other programs such as training programs to pro- 
mote the building of institutions in this country. 


We cannot expect more than that from this country and 
we do not ask for a great deal of aid, for we believe that 
too much concentration on aid would act as an impedi- 
ment because it makes one dependent on such aid. We 
push forward serious!y toward partnership instead of 
talking about aid. 


Naturally, due to its international weight, the United States 
can influence regional development here and there. We have 
developed good business relations with this country. We 
consult and exchange views on development, regional mat- 
ters, Somalia, east Africa, and the Horn of Africa. 


[Sandarasi] Do you think there is scope for the development 
of military relations through, for example, the traditional 
military assistance such as surplus military hardware? 


[Afwerki] I do not believe so. We have sufficient arms and 
ammunition. Indeed, we have more than we need in this 
country. I do not believe that we are looking forward to 
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having something of this kind. But there are other specific 
fields in which we need technical assistance, instructors and 
training. We have embarked on very modest programs for 
acquiring expertise in the field of security. There are also 
general traini:.g programs for our naval and air forces and 
our officers. | do not think we need any more arrangements 
other than these. 


{Sandarasi] What is the reason for your severance of 
relations with Sudan, and what is needed in your opinion 
for relations to be resumed? 


[Afwerki] I can say that we have tried hard throughout the 
past three years to contain the misunderst: iding between us 
and the Khartoum regime, and in accordance with our 
construciive diplomacy, we have endeavored in various 
ways not to show it [that there are differences]. We did not 
resort to campaigns, because we feel they serve no purpose. 


We believe that the problem lies in the relations that 
have existed between the National Islamic Front [NIF] 
and the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front since the 
1980s. Unforiunately, in 1989 they created a small group 
of extremists, who had never existed in the Eritrean 
political arena. Unfortunately, the NIF created the group 
known as the “Jihad” group. 


Our intention was, even before the liberation of Eritrea, 
to resolve this problem through negotiations. Firstly, this 
group did not exist at all in the political arena throughout 
the 30 years of war. It was frustrating by any criteria to 
see the NIF encouraging the formation of a group such as 
the Jihad group. 


The NIF issued assurances about this saying that it had 
only done so to bolster the opposition inside Eritrea. But 
this was not acceptable to anyone, because the long 
Eritrean war was drawing to its end. By 1991 we felt that 
we must raise the issue seriously with the officials in 
Khartoum. For with our attainment of our freedom. we 
saw no reason for the NIF to continue to support such a 
group, particularly as the pretext used for encouraging 
this group was the accomplishment of the objective of 
independence. They clearly agreed that ihat was true. 
[passage omitted] 


It was not logical for us to keep quiet. So we issued an 
official statement accusing Sudan of using its territory for 
training saboteurs and we presented the proofs of what we 
said. We tried to negotiate a settlement for this issue with 
Sudan, but they repeated the same things: They came up 
with excuses and arguments to justify their actions. How- 
ever, they promised to close all the Jihad offices, arrest all its 
members, and confiscate its equipment and arms. They 
made so many promises. So we said let us give thein another 
chance, and we tried patiently to resolve the question. 


At the beginning of 1994, we sent a high-level delegation 
consisting of the interior minister and the foreign min- 
ister to Sudan where they met with the officials there and 
signed a new agreement for resolving the matter. 
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But most regrettably, we were in a vicious circle. The 
more we provided proofs and tried to continue with our 
diplomatic methods, the more we used to meet with 
frustration. For we used to discover more proofs about 
military training camps and the mobilization of more 
people in this affair. 


In 1994 a joint security committee was formed to draw 
up details, after we had secured documentary proofs 
which they could not refute. They said that they will deal 
with these problems in cooperation with this committee. 


By April or May, they mobilized another group, which 
consisted this time of more than 300 young people who 
were enrolled within the ranks of the Jihad group and 
were given military training in its camps. 


We watched developments closely. We knew where the 
camps were, who was carrying out the training and the type 
of training given.... We simply waited to see what would 
happen. By chance, (Ethiopian President) Meles Zenawi 
issued an invitation in July 1994 to a delegation for nego- 
tiations to resolve this problem. But there was nothing to 
talk about. 


We told them that they have been making promises but 
do nothing about carrying them out. On the contrary, 
they go on training more and more people and that they 
have been forcing us to abandon our constructive diplo- 
macy. The other side consisted of General (Umar 
Hasan) al-Bashir and some prominent NIF members. 
We affirmed to them that we are fed up with their 
procrastination and deception, that we have no interest 
in seeking confrontation with Sudan, and that we have 
done all we could to resolve the maiter in a constructive 
manner and by bilateral means but to no avail. We called 
on them to deal seriously with us. The tripartite neg:ti- 
ations then started and we heard inore promises. 


But at the time they were making their promises, they were 
preparing a group for training in the camp. We presented 
our proofs and told them that they have been training a new 
group and that one group has actually graduated and that 
they have been preparing another group. There was also an 
escalation in the confrontations across the borders: road 
mining, attacks on bus from across the borders, attack on 
medical clinics and schools, and so on and so forth. We had 
then to review the whole question. 


There is no doubt that they have escalated the activities 
in the borders regions, whatever their motives in doing 
so may be. They closed almost all the inspection points 
and began to provoke the citizens there particularly the 
Eritreans, truck drivers and businessmen..., and to our 
surprise, they closed down all our offices [in Sudan]. 


It had been agre 1 between us and them that we would 
have offices in Pu.t Sudan at some principal townships 
adjoining the borders where large numbers of Eritrean 
communities live and where the [Eritrean] refugees are 
sheltering. But suddenly they asked us to close down our 
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offices within 24 hours. They staged some sort of mili- 
tary maneuver and brought some units with their equip- 
ment and a number of guns and tanks across Kassala 
[province]. They did a similar thing in the Kalouara [as 
transliterated; possibly Karora] region. 


{Sandarasi] Yemeni President ‘Ali “Abdallah Salih has 
tried to mediate between the two sides, but his efforts 
seem to have failed to settle the dispute. Why have his 
efforts failed? 


[Afwerki] His efforts have not succeeded because there was 
nothing we could do. ‘Ve were on the receiving end. We 
were the target of the Khartoum regime. Any expectations of 
a peaceful sciution depended on the NIF regime in Khar- 
toum. For if they were simply tc stop supporting that group, 
the whole question would be resolved. [passage omitted] 


[Sandarasi] Could the situation get worse and could it 
deteriorate into an armed confrontation? 


[Afwerki] It is very hard to tell. This is because our experi- 
ence has taught us that we cannot rely on the regime in 
Khartoum and because we can see the current develop- 
ment: 350 I cannot sav that escalation is irevitable or 
immiuent. | cannot say that the situation wil! escalate. Our 
talk about a peaceful solution is a mere wish. The solution is 
very simple. Rut if we look back and review our experience 
during the past four or five years. | would say that I do not 
believe that the situation will improve either. Khartoum will 
resort to tactics to gain time only. 


The matter is not confined to Eritrea alone but :t extends to 
all places. The Khartoum government has its own fantasies 
about a plan to .slamize the entire Horn of Africa: Kenya, 
Uganda .and even Tanzania. Its plan extends to Mauritania 
and the northern regions cf Africa, Egypt. Tunisia, Algeria, 
and Morocco. | do not believe ihat the issue [between Sudan 
and Eritrea] is an isolated one.... Eritrea is not the only one. 
We do not have any specific problem with Sudan. [passage 
omitted] 


[Sandarasi] Have you considered when you would join 
the Arab League? 


[Afwerki] No. 


{Sandarasi] There were numerous reports about Eritrea’s 
relations with Israel. i believe that you personally had 
gone to Israel for medica! reasons. Do you have any 
military relations of any type with Israel? Are there any 
Israeli military planes or Israeli army or intelligence 
officials on Dahlak island? There is a flow of reports 
about military relations between Israel and Eritrea. 


[Afwerki] Why do we need any military relations with 
Israel? Many Arab journalists have asked me this question. 
It is very strange indeed. I mean it is part of the mockery of 
Arab politics. It is hypocrisy. Some had censured us because 
we established diplomatic relations » \th Israel in 1991. At 
the tume, we were not even an independent country. We 
established relations with israe! because we felt that was a 
very natural thing to do. Many of those who condemned our 
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attitude have since actually established formal relations 
with Israel. I do not think it is a crime to establish diplo- 
matic relations with Israel. 


{Sandarasi] What about military relations? 


[Afwerki] We are not in need of military operations. This is 
one more fantasy of many of the Arab political forces that 
are trying to arouse feelings «! out the matter by alleging that 
they do exist, as though there are ghosts livirig everywhere 
and as though Israel has bases everywhere. 


Even before we seized Dahlak island and liberated our 
country, we were told that there was an Israeli base on 
Dahlak island. Despite the repetition of this misleading 
propaganda, we doubted that it was true. There is 
nothing there. Anyone can go to Dahlak island at any 
time by air or sea and see for himself. 


But to satisfy our Arab clients, who are anxious to listen to 
everything that is connected with Israel, | wish to assure 
them that we are in no need of any Israeli military support. 
We have sufficient weapons. We have fought a long war and 
we are proud of our military experience, which we believe 
was useful in routing the largest army in Africa. We do not 
need any help from the Israeli Army. [passage omitted] 


Kenya 


Senior Official Upset With Moi IilIness Rumors 


EA3001191395 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
External Service in English 1600 GMT 30 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A senior Kenyan Government 
official today dismissed as baseless nonsense rumors that 
President Daniel arap Moi was seriously ill. The official, 
Mr. Abraham Kiptanui [controller of State House], told the 
British news agency, Reuter, that his government was sick 
and tired of the rumors sweeping through Kenya that the 
70-year old Mr. Moi was ailing. Mr. Kiptanui was speaking 
by telephone from Nakuru. a provincial city where Mr. Moi 
is staying at an official presidential residence. 


The rumors swept through Nairobi last week and 
remained intense today among ordinary Kenyans. The 
most common rumor, that President Moi fell ill last 
week, (?set) on the absence of television coverage of the 
president for several days. 


Somalia 


Militiamen Loot UN Compound; 2 Killed 
AB3001163695 Paris AFP in English 1616 GMT 30 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, Jan 30 (AFP)}— 
Fierce fighting in the United Nations’ southern com- 
pound just beside Mogadishu airport left two Somalis 
dead and four wounded Monday [30 January] as mili- 
tiamen looted UN offices, a UN spokesman reported. 


It appeared the shooting was between militiamen from 
the neighbouring Medina district and Somali guards 
employed by the United Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP). 
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Major Zubair Chattha, spokesman for the UN Operation 
in Somalia, said Bangladeshi UN troops who guard a 
section of the dusty compound of white-washed concrete 
buildings took no part in the fighting. 


The UNDP expatriate staff evacuated their office and 
adjoining residence Sunday after two weeks of direct sniper 
fire from militiamen on Medina rooftops over the past two 
weeks, said Judy Fisher, spokeswoman for the UNDP in 
Nairobi. 


She said the expatriates slept overnight in another 
UNDP building in the compound. 


Uganda 
Sudanese Fighter Planes Bomb Northern Town 
AB2801151095 Paris AFP in English 1341 GMT 28 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kampala, Jan 28 (AFP)— 
Sudanese fighter planes attacked a northern Ugandan town, 
dropping two bombs that exploded near a Ugandan army 
barracks though caused no casualties. the official New 
Vision newspaper reported Saturday [28 January]. 


The paper said the the attack occurred Monday night. It 
said night-flying Antonov fighter planes of the Sudanese 
air force dropped bombs only 500 metres (yards) from 
the National Resistance Army's (NRA) 67th battalion at 
Ngomoromo near Kitgum town, 400 kilometres (250 
miles) north of the capital. The impact created two huge 
craters, the report said. 


New Vision quoted a military spokesman, Major Charles 
Angina, as saying that the Ugandan army did not 
respond “because we are not in a state of war with 
Sudan”. Angina said the Sudanese could have aimed 
their bombs at the battalion in “a mistaken belief” that 
the battalion might reinforce the main rebel group in 
Sudan, the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), at 
the southern Sudanese town of Pogei. 


The SPLA rebels are under strong attack from both a 
rival Sudanese rebel faction, the South Sudan Indepen- 
dence Army (SSIA), and a Ugandan rebel group called 
the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). The latter, based in 
northern Uganda, is fighting to unseat President Yoweri 
Museveni’s regime in Kampala. 


Uganda has repeatedly accused the Sudan government of 
arming the LRA rebels to destabilise its southern 
neighbor. 


Sudan meanwhile has accused Uganda of supporting the 
SPLA rebels, who took up arms against Khartoum to end 
domination of the mainly Christian and animist 
southern Sudan by the Arabised, Moslem north. 


On January 10, Uganda’s minister of state for defence 
Amama Mbabazi warned Sudan that its fighter aircraft 
risked being shot down if they continued to violate the 
East African country’s airspace. He at the same time 
accused Sudan of helping the LRA, headed by former 
Roman Catholic catechist Joseph Kony, to import into 
Uganda consignments of war material, including land- 
mines and anti-tank bombs. 
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New Police Commissioner on Management 
Priorities 

MB3001173895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1424 
GMT 30 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Pretoria Jan 30 SAPA—It is 
not acceptable for policemen in uniform to toyi-toyi 
[»rotest dance] in the streets, to inconvenience the 
public, to strike or to break the iaw, new National Police 
Commissioner George Fivaz said in Pretoria on Monday 
(30 January]. 


He told a news briefing at police headquarters that the 
new police management team would look at the “serious 
discipline problem” in the force within the next weeks to 
come up with ways of improving order. [passage 
omitted] 


“After all, it is not acceptable for policemen io strike, It 
is not acceptable for police officials to toyi-toyi in streets, 
brandishing their firearms. It is not acceptable for police 
officials to inconvenience the public. It is not acceptable 
for police officials to break the law.” 


Commissioner Fivaz said last week’s incidents at 
Soweto’s Orlando police station, which resulted in the 
killing of a striking policemen, “must never happen 
again”. 

“It is not our task to apportion blame for this sad 
offence, but the new South African police must make a 
clean and definite break with the past.” 


The management was to meet police about unions and 
the Soweto incident later in the afternoon. Another 
round of talks with labour union leaders and interested 
parties was scheduled for Tuesday. 


Commissioner Fivaz said the purpose of these meetings 
was to find “‘more specific and more concrete interim 
solutions for labour-related problems and to set up 
mechanisms to facilitate labour negotiations. 


A technical team on labour relations was forging a new 
relationship between management and police unions. 
The lack of existing effective mechanisms should not be 
used as an excuse to create labour unrest. 


“We will not tolerate gross indiscipline which threatens 
the safety and security of communities,” Commissioner 
Fivaz said. 


Urgent attention would also be given to the deployment 
in labour disputes of the Internal Stability Division. A 
negotiated settlement should be the first priority in such 
disputes, “without any interference whatsoever” by the 
police. 

Commissioner Fivaz identified the removal of all forms 
of discrimination in the police as the third urgent issue. 


“Discrimination continues to be a source of resentment 
and discontent within the service and a source of scep- 
ticism from outside the police.” 
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On the new management team’s ranks, Commissioner 
Fivaz said the service was to be demilitarised. He wished 
to be addressed as “commissioner”. The new team 
would also not be wearing uniforms before the new attire 
of the service had been finalised. 


“We don’t want to associate ourselves with a specific 
police agency.” 


A technical team was investigating a new rank structure 
for the service. 


Commissioner Fivaz said he had been promoted to a full 
general while the four deputy commissioners all held the 
rank of lieutenant-general. There was no seniority differ- 
ence between the four deputies and they would act as 
commissioner on a rotation basis, if and when necessary. 


Police commissioners for the nine provinces would prob- 
ably be appointed by the end of February. Their posts 
would be advertised from next week and anybody who 
qualified could apply, including people outside the 


police. 


On existing members of the service wishing to retire 
because of the new dispensation, Commissioner Fivaz 
said: ““We would want to create an opportunity for them 
to apply for an early retirement package. 


““Every case will be dealt with on its own merit. We are 
committed to fundamental human rights and would not 
like to simply chase people away because they differ 
from us.” 


IFP, NP, DP Seek Entrenchment of Federalism 


MB3001103795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1001 
GMT 30 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Constitutional Assembly Jan 
30 SAPA—A clear divergence of emphasis between 
political parties on the powers of the provii:ces in South 
Africa’s fina! constitution is illustrated in their opening 
submissions to the Constitutional Assembly's Theme 
Committee on the character of the democratic state. 


The ANC says the powers of elected provincial and local 
government, which should be set out in the constitution, 
should be subject to the need for national uniformity, 
national reconstruction and development and the values 
in the Bill of Rights. 


The IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] says provinces should 
be the primary government of the people and entitled to 
exercise any type of power and function “which can 
adequately and properly be exercised at provincial 
level”. Only the powers of the national government 
should be listed in the constitution, while all other 
powers should be left to the provinces. Provinces should 
have full judicial powers in all matters of their compe- 
tence and the national government should have no 
overrides and “as a rule provinces shall have exclusive 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-020 
31 January 1995 


powers”. Relations between the two levels of govern- 
ment should be regulated by checks and balances, says 
the IFP. 


The NP [National Party] says veriical separation of 
power should be founded on autonomous and original 
powers for each levei of governmeiit. The Senate should 
represent the provinces at national level and senators 
should be empowered to act authoritatively on prov- 
inces’ behalf. Decisions should be taken by the lowest 
tier of government which provide effective services, says 
the NP. 


The DP [Democratic Party] says it believes in the 
maximum devolution of power through federalism. The 
power of the federal government and provinces should 
be specially defined and entrenched in the constitution. 


—By Monday morning the Freedom Front, Pan Afn- 
canist Congress and African Christian Democratic 
Party submissions were sili to be tabled and the 
Theme Committee decided it would allow all parties 
to elaborate orally on their submissions on Tuesday. 


Foreign investment, Privatization Plan in Offing 


MB2901190795 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
(BUSINESS TIMES Supplement) in English 29 Jan 95 


p2 


[Report by Sven Lunsche] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Stella Sigcau, the Minister for 
Public Enterprises is developing guidelines on the extent 
of foreign investors’ involvement in the government’s 
;° -etisation programme. 


{te want to broaden South Africa’s participation in 
the «.ernational economy and benefit from technology 
transier then we have to establish clear objectives for 
their participation,’ Ms Sigcau said in an interview. 
“However, foreign involvement should not be at the 
expense of local participation,” she said. 


Her ministry is charged with establishing a blueprint on 
the objectives of privatising state as«ets. 


The government, which only recently embraced the 
principle of privatisation, has indicated that about R27- 
billion [rands] could be raised almost instantly through 
the sale of state enterprises and properties. 


In the longer run a further R100 billion could follow, 
economists estimate. 


Ms Sigcau appears a reluctant convert to the principle of 
privatisation, preferring to call it a “restructuring of 
public enterprises”. 


“Paramount in the restructuring is how public enter- 
prises can be used to balance out the injustices of the 
past,” she says. She backs this by pointing to the success 
of Malaysia’s privatisation programme, which used the 
exercise to empower the native Malays in an economy 
dominated by the Chinese and Indian communities. 
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Ms Sigcau also indicates that the sale of resort group 
Aventura is imminent. “We have no role to play in that 
sector of the economy.” 


At its annual conference last month the ANC said funds 
raised from privatisation should be used to reduce state 
debt and thus release resources for the reconstruction 
and development programme [RDP]. 


Ms Sigcau, however, stresses that the government in 
addition is restructuring its assets “for a different range 
of purposes”. 


“Paying off the debt is only one of the issues,” she says, 
identifying black empowerment, human resource devel- 
opment and the RDP as the major criteria of the 
privatisation programme. 


She does not rule out privatising parastatals such as 
Eskom [Electricity Supply Commission] “‘if in that form 
they can make a stronger contribution to the RDP”’. 


She says an inter-departmental task force will be estab- 
lished soon to draw up the first blueprint by March. 
“Once those guidelines are established we will measure 
all state assets against them and decide which enterprises 


are ‘untouchable’,” she says. 


She adds, though, that the scope of her investigation does 
not extend to the vast industrial and agricultural invest- 
ments held by the Industrial Development Corporation, 
which falls under the control of the Department of Trade 
and Indusiry. 


Outlining other principles of the programme, Ms Sigcau 
refers to the gradual approach taken by the Mexican 
government which initially sold off only minor share- 
holdings in its assets, before eventually handing over 
control to the private sector. She also insisis that private 
investors taking over state assets will have to comply 
with labour, environmental and safety standards. 


Effects of Increased Indian Trade Ties Viewed 


MB3001161795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1518 
GMT 30 Jan 95 


[Report by Neil Lewis] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 30 SAPA— 
President Nelson Mandela’s four-day state visit to India 
last week has again highlighted South Africa’s potential 
as a major gateway to other markets—a fact almost 
immediately harnessed by Indian business cartels. 


While trade between South Africa [and India] has grown 
since 1992 and will develop even further, Indian busi- 
nessmen are looking further afield than trade merely 
with South Africa. 


A study released in India by the Exim Bank while Mr 
Mandela was in New Delhi found that India stood to 
gain dramatically by exporting goods to South America 
via Durban. 
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Titled “Economic Viability of Establishing Direct Ship- 
ping Links Between India and South America via South 
Africa”, the Exim Bank said freight costs could be 
reduced by 25 per cent with the voyage time being 
halved if South African ports were used for Indian 
exports particularly to 3razil and Argentina. 


At the moment, India’s exports to Latin America are 
routed via Europe, making Indian exports uncompeti- 
tive because on the higher freight charges and the longer 
voyage time. 


The report suggests ships sailing from India could com- 
bine cargo for South Africa and South America and also 
load additional cargo for South America in Durban. 


On the return leg, cargo for South Africa, the Middle 
East and India could be added, the report suggests. 


Good relation between South Africa and South America 
would make Indian exports via Durban more attractive. 


The socio-economic benefits for South Africa’s ports will 
be immeasurable, especially against the background of 
South Africa’s former international pariah status which 
saw economic sanctions severely affecting trade between 
South Africa and other countries. 


While the Exim Bank's analysis focus on the benefits for 
Indian exporters to South America, there is no doubt 
bilateral trade between South Africa and India will rise 
dramatically in the next five years. 


India cut trade ties with South Africa about 40 years ago, 
apart from furtive dealings in silk clothing and spices. 


But since 1992, trade between the two has slowly risen. 
Last year, it amounted to R350-million [rands], less than 
one percent of the total trade of either country. 


Three agreements signed by South Africa and India 
during Mr Mandela’s trip seek to dramatically boost 
trade between the two countries. 


The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
(FCCI] estimates that trade between India and South 
Africa could grow by 50 pe cent annually to reach about 
R14-billion ty the end of this century. 


This also includes massive duties to South Africa via the 
Southern African Customs Unions as India penetrates 
sub-Saharan Africa, particularly Namibia, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe, via South Africa’s extensive infrastructure 
and telecommunications network. 


The FCCI points to Mr Mandela’s address to them on 
Thursday last week as a significant measure of approval 
for Indian trade with South Africa and the rest of the 
continent. 


Already, business agreements are being signed, albeit 
with small outlays: 
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—Gerrard Plasma System has signed with the RK Group 
to set up a production and fabrication shop with an 
initial investment of about R1-million; 


—Kagiso Trust Investment Company and Associated 
Paint and Chemical Industries have signed a deal with 
UB of India for investment in areas such as buildiny, 
materials, paints and coatings, fertilisers and brewing 
and distilling; and, 


—-India’s Hudco is making a bid to build about one 
million low cost housing units in South Africa. 


Major South African products for export to India—also 
a potential gateway to other Asian countries—include 
gold, fertiliser, zinc, diamonds, paints and dyeing 
colours, newsprint, massive amounts of chemical, and 
phosphoric acid. 


South African expertise in insurance and banking also 
have considerable potential. 


Apor fic: ‘se traditional silk and spices, India offers 
f- dstuffs such as rice and beans, hand and machine 
to... agricultural implements, diese! pumpivig sets 
and... .:ar machinery. 


Although the potential for massive trade between Pre- 
toria and New Delhi is vast, the zenith will be the 
inter-(rade alliance called the Indian Ocean Rim--a 
point Mr Mandela iatched on with gusto during his 
Indian trip 


Encompassing all countries with ports and )arbours 
served by the Indian Ocean, the volume of trade and 
services amounts to more than 250-billion US dollars a 
year. 


South Africa, being a major player in the concept, can 
only stand to benefit economically and politically from 
such a union. 


Denel Says No UK Decision Yet on Helicopters 


MB3001 173095 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 30 Jan 95 p 3 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} SA [South Africa] is still in the 
running for a $3bn deal to supply attack helicopters to 
Britain, although problems in obtaining US components 
were still hampering its bid, arms company Denel said 
on Friday [27 January]. Denel spokesmat) Paul 
Holtzhausen said a report that Britain had decided the 
Rooivalk did not meet its technical requirements and the 
tender had failed was not correct. “No formal decision 
has been channelled to Denel that the deal is off. The 
Rooivalk is still in the running.” 


South African Press Review for 31 Jan 
MB3101114095 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
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THE STAR 


Need To Change Attitudes Toward Police Service— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 31 January in a 
page 12 editorial says President Mandela wants the new 
police commissioner, Major-General George Fivaz, and 
his four deputies to ‘take the police service away from 
an unhappy past—in which the police ‘were called on to 
play inappropriate roles’—and to restore public confi- 
dence in it.” THE STAR points out that Fivaz “‘is not 
tainted by security branch connections and emphasises 
the need for a clean break with the past. He understands 
the need to restore morale and discipline in the force and 
to build better relations with the community. The SAPS 
[South African Police Service] should never be beyond 
criticism, but the ANC and its allies must know that their 
attitude towards the service will largely determine 
whether we are to have effective policing.” 


SOWETAN 


Taxi Wars on Increase—Referring to an incident where 
“four people were gunned down at a taxi rank near Dube 
Hostel,” Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 31 
January in a page 10 editorial says: “We correctly 
predicted that the temperature of the taxi wars will be 
forced to rise as we move towards election time.” “It is 
a shame that the people of the hostels should become 
fodder as the political fight hots up.” “The taxis will be 
used by brutal political gangsters to fight battles they are 
unable to win democratically.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


New Police Commissioner's ‘Neutral Reputation’ — 
National Police Commissioner-designate General 
George Fivaz and his four deputies enter their new posts 
“with the in built advantage of not being perceived as 
part of the old SAP [South African Police] order,” says a 
page 10 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 31 January. ‘‘In Fivaz, government has found 
a serving officer with the practical policing experience 
that a civilian would not have, and who is thus more 
likely to enjoy the respect of those under his command. 
At the same time, despite his more than 30 years of 
service, he enters his stewardship of the SAPS with a 
neutral reputation as far as the public is concerned.” 
“Unlike Fivaz, the four deputies start off at a disadvan- 
tage. They are widely seen as tokenistic representatives 
of the country’s four main racial groups. Generals 
Manuel and Chetty come from ‘soft’ community rela- 
tions divisions, though arguably that is the best a senior 
‘non-white’ officer could expect under the old regime. 
Gen Bester’s background lies substantially in training 
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and ‘visible’, rather than hard core, policing. Gen Lavisa 
comes from the Transkei, where lawlessness and weak 
administration were features of public life. Each will 
have to prove he deserves his appointment on merit.” 


Criticism of Afrikaner Homeland Idea—“The sooner 
right-wing leaders admit that their volkstaat [Afrikaner 
homeland] idea is stillborn, the sooner they can serve 
their people properly by concentrating on life in the new 
South Africa, not a land of make-believe,” says a second 
editorial on the same page. Unless Afrikaners are “‘pre- 
pared to have their pure-white homeland on a mountain- 
top or in a desert, the numbers are against them.”’ 


BEELD 


Quick Response Needed on Offers of Foreign Aid— 
“The news thai Japan had to send a diplomatic mission 
to South Africa to help speed up practical implementa- 
tion of its offer of aid is embarrassing,” notes an editorial 
on page 8 of Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 24 
January. “In July last year Japan announced it had 
prepared a package worth 4.6 billion rands. But the 
Japanese had to wait 3 months just to get an interview to 
discuss the use of the package with Minister Jay Nai- 
doo!” “Japan is not the only country being frustrated 
over delays in this regard. Other countries have also 
shown disillusionment with the apparent inability of the 
office of Minister Naidoo to accept the helping hand 
being held out. Foreign assistance, of course, is no longer 
a matter of blank checks. Africa’s golden faucets, luxury 
cars, and palaces led to well worked out business plans 
being prerequisites before money is dished out. That 
creates problems. In Minister Naidoo’s office there is 
clearly a shortage of skilled personnel to carry out this 
tremendous job.” “But a serious effort is needed to 
provide the necessary ability to respond quickly and 
clearly when help is offered, before the flow of foreign 
aid dries up.” 


Legislation Overruling Constitutional Court—A second 
editorial on the same page states: “The country finds 
itself in an unfortunate position regarding the question 
of whether or not the death penalty should be retained. 
This situation has arisen through Justice Minister Dullah 
Omar instructing his ministry to prepare legislation for 
the abolition of the death penalty, while the Constitu- 
tional Court is due to make a ruling soon on the 
constitutionality of the death penalty. As leading jurists 
have asked, why the duplication? Why does Minister 
Omar not leave the matter in the hands of the court 
which was instituted precisely to decide on such consti- 
tutional issues?” “If decisions by the Constitutional 
Court are to be deliberately overruled by legislation, 
people will lose confidence in the court.” 
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Angola 


Prime Minister on U.S. Ties, Various Issues 


MB3001155595 Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in 
Portuguese 3 Jan 95 p 5 


[Interview with Prime Minister Marcolino Moco by 
unidentified ANGOP correspondent; place and date not 


given] 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] [ANGOP] Do you believe the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA] will eventually undergo a radical transforma- 
tion? Has peace come to stay? 


[Moco] I like to believe in the political will of men, 
particularly the Angolans, who have a rich tradition. 
Being a party formed by Angolan brothers who, histori- 
cally, have been condemned to live with Angolans of 
different views, UNITA’s transformation is a matter of 
time. Whether peace has come to stay or not, I have 
often said that peace is the main premise for the devel- 
opment of any country. I do not think there are any 
Angolans who do not want to start their new lives 
without peace. It is impossible to stop the wind with your 
hands, and the wind blowing in our country will not be 
stopped by anyone, because the wind represents the will 
of the majority. [passage omitted] 


[ANGOP] Recently, the Angolan Government approved 
a program of action worth more than $1 billion. A large 
portion of that money is supposed to be bankrolled by 
the international community. What contingency plans 
have you adopted if the international community does 
not come up with its share? 


[Moco] Obviously, under the present conditions, a gov- 
ernment cannot and must not depend only on foreign 
assistance. We need to improve the economic and finan- 
cial mechanisms and continue with the recovery pro- 
grams. This implies a revision of the State General 
Budget and the adoption of macroeconomic policies that 
permit harmonious and gradual growth. After the war, 
we must put our house in order, and its foundations 
should be in good shape. 


[ANGOP] In addition to the peace accord, what pro- 
grams of action will you be able to implement immedi- 
ately to minimize the suffering of the people and to 
replace the humanitarian assistance? 


[Moco] It is necessary to quickly resolve the problem of 
supplying food to the people. Attention should be given 
to medical care. It is necessary to improve all of the 
access routes, particularly the roads and railroads, to 
permit the rapid flow of goods. Likewise, it is necessary 
to create the right conditions to resolve the serious 
problem of displaced persons and return them to their 
home areas. Special attention should be given to “self- 
help” business projects with a view to attaining sus- 
tained development. Obviously, one cannot overlook the 
problem of defense, which will certainly deserve special 
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atte ition to ensure the inviolability of our borders and 
serve as a strong support for our economy. We will pay 
attention to the civil service, ensuring a sound relation- 
ship between salaries and performance. We will continue 
to fight inflation, because it has been eroding consumers’ 
purchasing power. 


[ANGOP] Does Angola have any foreign financial guar- 
antees for national reconstruction projects? 


[Moco] Peace will greatly facilitate commercial transac- 
tions with other counties. Foreign investment will be a 
more objective reality in view of the country’s enormous 
potential. Obviously, Angola has its traditional partners, 
like the United States, Spain, Portugal, and so on. This 
does not preclude the establishment of new relations 
with any country on the basis of reciprocity and mutual 


respect. 


[ANGOP] How do you characterize the present relations 
between Angola and the United States? When National 
Security Adviser Lake visited Angola, the U.S. Embassy 
in Luanda issued a statement on 19 December, saying 
that “the Angolan Government should take initiatives to 
improve relations between the two countries.” What are 
your comments on this? 


[Moco] As you know, the United States, through Presi- 
dent Clinton, only recognized Angola in June 1993. 
Commercial links, however, have always been in place, 
particularly in the area of petroleum. These links involve 
experienced and reputable U.S. companies. Gradually, 
and taking into account our experience, the United 
States will certainly have a better understanding of our 
policy within the context of an effective peace. A lot of 
things will be clearer then. 


I have no comment on the U.S. Embassy statement. I 
could say that the Angolan Government has done every- 
thing in the diplomatic field to clarify its policy. Fortu- 
nately, the results have been very encouraging. 


[ANGOP] Corruption in Angola has been in the lime- 
light. How does your government view this phenom- 
enon? What measures do you intend to take? 


[Moco] The problem of corruption does not only affect 
Angola. People in any country, often prompted by the 
interests of conflicting political groups, think their gov- 
ernments are the most corrupt. This is the situation in 
Italy, Brazil, Portugal, and so on. 


The problem lies with the palpable evidence that must be 
produced. This is not always the case, however. I can 
even say that there have been members of government 
who were pushed aside to improve the government’s 
image, even though they were not connected with the 
embezzlement of public funds. 


It is a question of Angolan society as a whole, and not 
specifically the government as one of the three powers, 
especially at a time when democratic institutions are 
being established under wartime conditions. 
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The Assembly of the Republic has investigated the 
situation, and it decided to establish an anticorruption 
commission. The government has commissions to draft 
legislation and to create control mechanisms, like the 
Accounts Tribunal. It is necessary to improve the activ- 
ities of the judiciary, and one needs to rely on the news 
media to play its correct role. 


[ANGOP] Do you have any plans to reshuffle your 
cabinet? 


[Moco] This issue should not be seen as a matter of fact. 
One cannot reshuffle the cabinet for the sake of reshuf- 
fling. What matters is the improvement of mechanisms, 
without overlooking the need for specific changes in line 
with the prevailing situation. 


[ANGOP] Angola is facing serious financial and fiscal 
problems. What strategies will your government intro- 
duce in the foreseeable future to cope with “galloping 
inflation” and to curb the high cost of living? 
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[Moco] I think that, as a first step, there should be 
solidarity at the institutional level and a strong political 
resolve to deal with Angola’s economic recovery pro- 
gram within the framework of reconstruction and 
national reconciliation. Any attempt to take advantage 
of shortcomings can only worsen the suffering of the 
people. The second step, is the need to never lose sight of 
the fact that, to be successful, any human action, how- 
ever perfect its theoretical outline might be, has to take 
into consideration the concrete conditions where it is 
applied. 


The Angolan economy is linked to the transition from 
war to peace, from a centralized to a market economy, 
and from a traditiona. to a modern society. So, it is a 
long-term task that demands a degree of perseverance 
from the government, understanding from the increas- 
ingly active civil society, and support from international 
financial institutions. [passage omitted] 
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Liberia 


Taylor Dispute Over Council Chairmanship 
Viewed 


AB3001192795 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 30 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Liberian peace talks in 
Accra have moved into a second week today after last 
week’s long drawn-out attempts to put together a com- 
promise between the warring factions. It was proposed 
that Liberia’s new Council of State should have six 
members instead of five in order to break the deadlock 
between the AFL [Armed Forces of Liberia] faction and 
the Coalition Forces over who should be their represen- 
tative. But there is also a problem over who should share 
the new Council of State. On the line to Accra Elizabeth 
Ohene asked our correspondent, Kwaku Sakye Addo, 
what has been going on today: 


[Begin recording] [Addo] Well, what has been happening 
is that Charles Taylor says that he is prepared to step 
aside in the race for chairmanship of the Council of State 
if the others would accept to have somebody else from 
the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] as 
chairman, but their indications are that they are not 
prepared to have an NPFL man, whether it is Charles 
Taylor or somebody else; they are not prepared to have 
the chairmanship—sort of guarantee—for the NPFL, no 
matter who it 1s. 


{[Ohene] And among the other groupings (?is there a) 
favorite that they would rather have as a chairman? 


[Addo] Yes, it looks like everybody else is interested in 
the chairmanship of the Council of State. General Bowen 
is interested, Oscar Quiah of the LNC [Liberian National 
Council] is interested, Alhaji Koromah is interested. 
Everybody is interested in the chairmanship of the 
Council of State, except (?maybe) the old man, Chief 
Tamba Taylor, who has not indicated, according to my 
sources, that he is interested in the chairmanship of the 
Council of State, otherwise everybody is. 


[Ohene] So, why don’t they give it to him then? 
[Addo] Why don’t they give it to Chief Tamba Taylor? 
[Ohene] Yes. 


[Addo] Well, that proposal is on the card, but the belief 
is that since he is a compromised candidate, he should be 
acceptable to both Ulimo [United Liberation Movement 
for Democracy in Liberia] and the NPFL. But the NPFL 
has not acceded to that proposal yet. 


[Ohene] Now, if Mr. Charles Taylor is offering to with- 
draw his candidature as chairman, does it mean that he 
is being very conciliatory or what? 


[Addo] In his perspective, yes. He is being conciliatory. 
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[Ohene] So, what is he planning to do now? 


[Addo] Well, he is planning to leave. There is a plane 
coming in from Burkina Faso at 1659 or was expected to 
come in at 1659 GMT, and he is (?expected) to leave on 
that plane. 


[Ohene] And if Mr. Charles Taylor does leave as he is 
threatening to do, does that mean that is the end of these 
talks then? 


[Addo] Well, if Mrs Taylor leaves it would be difficult for 
the rest to proceed without him. 


[Ohene] Is everybody, the Ghanaians, are they all thor- 
oughly fed up with the Liberians? 


[Addo] Yes. People are getting increasingly fed up and 
sick of it. [end recording] 


Peace Talks Resume in ‘Confusion,’ Adjourn 


AB3001205595 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 2000 GMT 30 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The reconvened peace talks on 
Liberia, dubbed Accra II, currently taking place in Accra, 
resumed today in what correspondents describe as an 
atmosphere of confusion. This confusion resulted from a 
statement by the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia] leader, Mr. Charles Taylor, withdrawing his 
membership of the Council of State and drawing the 
attention of the facilitators to recent events in Liberia 
involving a military buildup. 


This development seemed to have baffled the facilitators 
who were to intensify consultations this morning with 
the individual parties. Some delegates outside the NPFL 
welcomed the decision and saw the move by Mr. Charles 
Taylor as a way of softening the ground for progress. 
They, however, rejected his insistence on the NPFL 
holding the chairmanship of the Council of State. 


Meanwhile, Liberia’s warring factions which said they 
do not want to be treated like a herd of goais without a 
head, have held a closed-door meeting to present pro- 
posals to the facilitators as a way of breaking the stale- 
mate over the election of officers of the Council of State. 
The NPFL and the AFL [Armed Forces of Liberia] 
refused to participate in the meeting. 


At the end of the day, the spokesman for the facilitators, 
Mr. Kwame Amuawiah, said the meeting was adjourned 
to allow some thorny issues arising out of the day’s 
deliberations to be ironed out. The issues concerned the 
modalities for selecting a chairman and two vice 
chairmen for the Council of State. The modalities at 
their disposal are by nomination, consensus, and voting. 


Mr. Amuawiah emphasized that the facilitators have 
been fair in their dealings with the faction leaders and it 
would be unfair for any group to accuse them of not 
giving them the chance to express their views. 
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Taylor on Withdrawal From Council of State 


AB3101122095 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 31 Jan 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Liberian peace talks 
continue to drag on in the Ghanaian capital, Accra, and 
it appears just when one hurdle is cleared, another crops 
up to delay the final process. The issue of membership of 
the Council of State has been resolved by expanding it to 
six, but the thorny issue of who chairs this all-important 
council remains. Mr. Charles Taylor, leader of the big- 
gest faction, the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia], has decided to step down from the council 
altogether, if that is what would salvage the talks, he said, 
but he insists that the chairmanship must go to the NPFL 
nominee who takes his place on the council. Pete Lewin- 
stein called up Mr. Taylor in Accra last night and asked 
him about his decision to step down from the council. 


[Begin recording] [Taylor] Well, there is one position for 
the chairmanship of the Council of State. Our people are 
dying, everyone is trying to look for a job, apparently, so 
we are saying, look, we want a political settlement to the 
crisis in Liberia and as leaders of the NPFL, we are 
prepared to step aside if the NPFL will be given a chance 
to chair the Council of State under another appointee 
from the NPFL, if Charles Taylor is the problem because 
everybody wants this one seat. We believe that we can 
win a normal political victory in Liberia. We will be 
prepared as leaders to wait until the electoral process 
takes shape once the NPFL chairs it in all fairness, as the 
others have had the opportunity at least twice, and 
ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for Democracy 
in Liberia] has the speakership, which is another branch 
of the Liberian Government. 


[Lewinstein} I thought the whole idea of the transitional 
council was for a power-sharing arrangement, though, 
without any one person sort of being the boss so to speak. 


[Taylor] Right. Exactly, but you know, it takes two to 
tango. We have a situation where the NPFL has not been 
given a chance at all. In the present document, we have 
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the vice chairmanship. That position has been overrun 
by the IGNU [Interim Government of National Unity] 
fellows. Of the more than 400 civil service positions that 
are in this present government, NPFL has less than 10. 
We have been marginalized even though we are part of 
this government. IGNU has the chief justice position, 
the head of the judiciary in Liberia, and they possess the 
head of the executive branch. Now is it not fair for the 
NPEL to be given an opportunity, especially when it can 
bring peace to our people? 


[Lewinstein] So is there no other arrangement of the 
council that is acceptable to you? 


[Taylor] Well, except they want my head, for God’s sake, 
I mean after reclusing myself again from the process to 
give another person a chance from the NPFL, if that is 
not reasonable then for God’s sake what is reasonable? 
What do they want the NPFL to do? To continue to be 
marginalized, to continue to be pushed aside? Well, if 
they can put through a government in Liberia without us, 
then they can go ahead. We want peace for our people, 
this is why we have refused to permit Charles Taylor to 
be the issue. This is why each time, knowing verv well 
that we can win at the ballot box, I have stepped aside. 
We have done it again but it is only fair that NPFL leads 
this council because only the NPFL possesses the ability 
to do so. 


[Lewinstein] What good is it going to do you going back 
to Liberia now? Is that not going to put more pressure on 
these talks? 


[Taylor] No, it is not going just put more pressure on the 
talks, it is going to put pressure on those that do not want 
peace in Monrovia. Some of these rascals cannot go back 
to Monrovia, and I guess that is going to solve the 
problem. Right in Monrovia, the will of the people will 
prevail, so you know, it does put some pressure but in the 
right direction, right on them, but I am going back to 
Monrovia to make peace and do what is right in the 
interest of everybody. 


[Lewinstein] Okay and so you are off to Gbarnga? 


[Taylor] That is correct. [end recording] [passage 
omitted] 
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